To the Members of the California State Senate:
I am returning Senate Bill 59 without my signature.

While I share the Legislature’s concern about the criminal use of lost or stolen weapons,
the ambiguous manner in which this bill was written would make compliance with the
law confusing for legitimate gun-owners and could result in cases where law-abiding
citizens face criminal penalties simply because they were the victim of a crime, which is
particularly troubling given the unproven results of other jurisdictions in California that
have passed similar measures.

In addition, this bill may have undesirable legal consequences as it allows local
governments to pass ordinances that differ from State law, thereby leaving law-abiding
citizens with the task of navigating through a maze of different or conflicting local laws
depending upon the jurisdiction they are in. A patchwork of inconsistent local ordinances
creates compliance and enforcement problems that erode the States ability to effectively
regulate handguns statewide.

For these reasons, I am returning this bill without my signature.

Sincerely,

Arnold Schwarzenegger



